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Editor's note
Rising out of the ashes of a devastating

past is not an easy feat for any country.
But, Somaliland seems to have
achieved a great deal in its transition
and recovery from post-war !
devastagon, particulady without :
substantial assistance on the part of the |
international community. The civil war |
that led to the succession of
Somaliland from the former Republic
of Sormnalia resulted in the
near-complete destruction of all
state-owned infrastructure and services.
As such, the livestock sector was
enormously impacted. In spite of the
fact that livestock is the backbone of
the country's economy, both private _
and public investment in the sector has |
been mnsufficient throughout
Somaliland's reconstruction efforts
since 1991. This issue of the
VETSAAR explores the gaps and
prioritisation level of the livestock
sector among the various sections of
Somaliland society and attempts to
present opportunities for the revival of
the sector.

Editor
The dire state of
Somaliland's
livestok sector

In his influential and widely acclaimed
self-help book "Thke Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People", Dr. Stephen
Covey asserts that "keeping P [production]
and PC [production capability] in balance
makes a tremendous difference in the
effective use of physical assets".

This is a dilemma that has been facing
Somaliland over the years concerning its
livestock/ raral sector and now mare so
than ever. While the sector is in principle a
priority, the reality on the ground and in
figures is overwhelmingly contrasting.
Although statistics vary, it is believed that
70-80% of Somaliland population is
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Large-scale livestock loss during the most
recent drought 20071-2004.

directly or indirectly dependent on the
sector in terms of employment and
subsistence livelihoods. Moreover, nearly
65% of government revenues is earned
from the livestock sector either in hard
cash or in goods exchanged through the
export of live heads of camels/shoats and
their skins and hides. In contrast, out of
this year's national budget, a total of §23,
522,097, only 0.88% was allocated to the
sector's key line ministries, the Ministry of
Livestock and the Ministry of Pastoral
Development and Environment; a
reduction of 0.12% from the previous year.
Since Somaliland's declaration of
independence in 1991, this combined
figure reached its peak in 2002 at 1.13%
out of the national budget.

Decisions on where to start are often
difficult in the process of post-war
recovery; and, in the Somaliland case,
precedence has been given to national
security, reintegration/repatriation and
international relations. As a result, the
problems facing the productivity of the
livestock sector age plenty. For the most
part, the producers, pastoralists and
agro-pastoralists, make up the poorest
sections of the country's mainly rural
population. Evidenced by the low
prioritisation in terms of budget allocation,
assistance of any kind to these
comemunities is very Jow against the high
demand for their rigorous production.
Extensive charcoal production and soil
erosion are contributing to intense land
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